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| Sis, 


OU may remember, that being at your 
Table, when the publick Papers gave us 


the Account of the Cherokee Chiets hav- 
ing been preſented to his Majeſty ; and the Queſ- 
tion being aſked, What the Name Cherokee import- 
ed; I haſtily anſwered, * It means, I ſuppoſe, the 


painted Indian; and by this Mark I judge him 


eto be a Deſcendent of Meſbet; and ſuppoſe upon 
* Enquiry he will be found to be more nearly al- 
« jag to the old Britons, than we ſuſpect him 
to be.“ 5 

It could not be expected that a Declaration, 
ſeemingly ſo whimſical, would be received but in 
the pleaſant manner it was by You and your Com- 
pany : and yet upon-maturer Thoughts, I found it 
probable, that I might not have been greatly miſ- 
taken; and that my Conjecture was not altogether 
unworthy of a more ſerious Conſideration. I ac- 
quainted you afterwards, that I would take ſome 
Pains in examining further what I had ſaid, and 
would lay before you the Reſult of my Enquiry: 
which I ſhall now do in the following ſheets. 


The Article in the London Evening Poſt of Sat, 
July 10th, ran thus, 


&* Thurſday the Cherokee King and his two Chiefs 
had their firſt Admittance to his Majeſty 
41 They 
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y are Men of middling Stature, ſeem to have 
no Hair upon their Heads, and wear a Kind of 
Skull Cap: their Faces and Necks are ſo be- 
“ ſmear'd with a coarſe fort of Paint of a Brick- 
<« duſt Colour, that it is impoſſible to ſay of what 
« Complexion they are; their Necks are ftreak*d 
& with blue Paint, ſomething reſembling Veins in 
&« a fine Skin.“ 

What thoſe Circumſtances are in this Account, 
which induced me to ſuppoſe, that the Cherokees 
are deſcended from Meſhek a Son of Japbet, I ſhall 
point out, as I go along : and the Principle I ſhall 
proceed upon to prove a Sameneſs of Origin is 4 
Similitude of Manners; in ſuch ſtriking and impor- 
tant Particulars, as may be reaſonably judg'd to be 
peculiar to Meſhek's Family. For the preſent un- 
diſguis'd Simplicity of the Cherokees and other 
American Nations offer us the faireſt Opportunity 
of aſcertaining the Origin of each with a Degree of 
Certainty ; and ſome learned Men have in fact at- 
tempted to do this, as you will preſently fee. 
However I muſt confeſs, that my Enquiry has been 
much narrowed by the little Information I have 
had of the Cherokee's Cuſtoms ; and all I have to 
do 1s to ſet down ſuch Cuſtoms, as obtained among 
the Deſcendents of Meſbet; whereby you will judge, 
how far the latter comport with the former, and 
what kind of Proof that Agreement is of their 
being one and the ſame People. 

But before I attempt to prove a Similitude of 
Manners between the Cherokees and the Sons of 
Mſbe; I find it neceſſary to evince the leading 
Principle, on which I promiſed to proceed, and 
to ſhew what Reaſons I have to infer a Sameneſs of 
Origin from a Likeneſs of Manners, and how thoſe 
Manners, which may be reaſonably judg'd peculiar 
to a Family, may be diſcern'd and ajcertain'd. 


As 
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1. As to my firſt Point, it is evident to me, that 
there are certain Nor GENTILIT I or Family 
Marks, which were intended to diſtinguiſh, and 
for ever to keep ſeparate the three Sons of Noab 
and their Deſcendents, who are recorded in Gen. 
10. to have peopled the whole Earth. Theſe are 
thoſe Marks, by which Moſes tells us they were di- 
vided after their Families: where the Word he uſes 
[Po] has a very ſignificant Meaning, denoting 
ſuch a Difference, as ſnould make it impoſſible for 
them to mix and blend together; ſuch a Diſtinc- 
tion of Nature, as there is between the ſeveral 
Species of Creatures, which cannot be croſs'd; 
but though they mix with Creatures of another 
Sort, yet no third Being can be propagated by the 
other two: Hence the ſame Word is the Hebrew 
Name for a Mule; which, though it be the Iſſue 
of the Horſe and Afs, yet hath no Power to raiſe 
a new Species like to itſelf. In like manner, tho? 
divers Individuals all over the World mix and in- 
corporate with different People, and in length of 
Time aflimilate themſelves to the Ways and Man- 
ners of thoſe, with whom they ſojourn ; yet theſe 
Mules a will never raiſe a People of a third Sort 
compounded of the other two. In great 
Knowledge, ſays the Son of Sirach, Ecclus. 33. 11. 
the Lord hath divided, repeating Moſes's Word, the 
Sons of Adam, and hath made their Ways divers. 
Theſe Words ſhew us by hm, and in what man- 
ner this Diviſion was made; the Loxp made their 
Wars divers: and as this Diver/ity of Ways and 
Manners was intended to help us in dividing or ſe- 
parating the various Families of Mankind; may 


2 Cyras1s called by the Oracle the Mule- King, Herodot. I. 1. 
p. 22. becauſe his Father was a Perfian, and his Mother a 
Me de. 
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not the Sameneſs of Manners be judg'd a ſafe and 


unerring Rule for tracing out the ſame Family ? or, 
in other Words, if the Ways of each Family were 
made by the God of Nature divers, and what he 
then made was deſigned to put a Mark of Diffe- 
rence between that Family and all others ; ſhould 
we not avail ourſelves of this Information, and a- 
gree that there are certain Notes and Characters, 
which diſtinguiſh one People from another, and 
which, carefully attended to, may enable us to 
diſtinguiſh them ? Yes, Sir, they will; even 
through the Number of Ages that are ſince palt, 
and the manifold Contingencies of Life, which 
conſpire to confound them. 

For the Mark of Difference, the Nota Gentilitia, 
as I term it, which the God of Nature has ſtamp'd, 
muſt be indelible; it will for ever operate, and 
in the ſame uniform Manner, though not in the 
ſame Degree, on the Paſſions and Inclinations of 
Mankind: and fo we are aſſured it will be found to 
have done at the final conſummation of all Things by 
the God of Nature himſelf. For when his Prophet 
Ezekiel tells us, that in the laſt Day, certain Sons 
of Zaphet ſhall combine to annoy and diſtreſs Man- 
kind; and that among theſe Meſbek, Chap. 38. 2. 
ſhall ariſe, I am not at Liberty to doubt, whether 
this Family ſhall not then exit; or whether it will 
not be divided, as it was at firſt, from the other 
Families of the Earth. And though I ingenuouſly 
own there are ſundry Reaſons, which make it dit- 
ficult to account, How the Difference, firſt put be- 
tween the Sons of Noab, ſhould be preſerved 
through the ſtrange and manifold Viciſſitudes of the 
World; yet I ſubmit my own Judgment, and with- 
out great Difficulty, to this expreis Declaration of 
Scripture ; and becauſe ] truly believe, that Me- 
ſoek's Family will remain, and be found ts be diſtinct 
from 
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from other Families, therein mention'd by the Pro- 
phet, at the End of Time, I ſhall therefore take 
the more Pains to find out, as well as I am able, 
his preſent Abode. 

2. How this Nota Gentilitia, or Family-Mark, 
may be deſcried and aſcertain'd is the other Point 
to be conſider d. And the Rule I venture to lay 
down for this Purpoſe, is a careful Attention to the 

ſeveral Imports and Meanings of Nominis GEenTi1- 
 LIT1H the Family Name. For what Mr. Bochart b 
ſays of Ham's Name, that it was not given him 
fine Numine, without the Spirit of Prophecy, is as 
true of all the other Names that are ſet down in 
Gen. 10. they are all expreſſive and declaratory of 
the Genius and Temper, the Occupation and Manners 
of their reſpective Owners; ſometimes alſo of their 
Situation, and the Produce of it. I have moreover 
the ſurer Word of Scripture for affirming of Me- 
Hel, as well as any other Patriarch, that as ig his 
Name, ſo is He, 1 Sam. 25.25. and the Authority 
of that will alſo juſtify me — in laying as great a 
ſtreſs, as I ſhall want to put, on Meſhek's Name — 
— in calling in to my Aſſiſtance likewiſe ſuch 
Words, as bear a diſtant Affinity to his true Name, 
or even ſound only like it — in giving not only 
one but many Etymologies, and thoſe too of con- 
trary and oppoſite Senſes e of the ſame Name 
— laſtly, in aſſerting that a Change of the Name 
for another of the ſame Import, makes no Altera- 
tion in fact; that the ſame Family is intended un- 


b Phaleg. 1, 4. e. 1. c Zebulon's Name is evidently 
fetch'd from two different Words, from , becauſe God had 
endowed Leah with a good Dowry ; and from d for ber Huſ- 
band would now dwell with her. And Joſeph's from two Words 
not only of different Letters, but of oppoſite Senſes, JD? & DR, 
becauſe, ſaid Rachel, God hath taken away my Reproach, and he 
ſhall add to me another Son. Gen. 30. 
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der each, whether they are call'd Moſchi, Ma- 


crones or Cherokees; as well as the ſame Perſons, 
under the different Appellations of Jerubbaal and 
Ferubboſheth, Peter and Cephas, Eſau and Seir. 

3. Meſhek was the Son of Japhet. From hence 
it follows, that, if the Cherokees are defcended 
from him, we may without Heſitation determine 
a Queſtion, which your Paper doth not, and pre- 
ciſely know of what Complexion they are: They are 
White Men. For the three Sons of Noah, Sbem, 
Ham, and Japbet, have left an indelible Mark on 
their reſpective Children; by which they are diſ- 
cri minated at this Day from one another; a Mark 
imported in their own d Names, and pointing out 
their Deſcent by their different Complexions of 
Black, Sallow, or Mulatto, and White. You ſee, 
Sir, the Hazard I run at my firſt ſetting out ; for 
if the Cherokees are Mulattoes, i. e. of a fallow Com- 
plexion like the Few or Turk, then are they not the 
Offſpring of Mefhek ; and all, I ſhall fay hereafter, 
will juſt come to nothing. All the Sons of Faphe# 
are Europeans, i. e. Whites ; for the laſt Appella- 
tion is an Explanation e of their Father's Name; 
and means the ſame Thing; whence it appears, 
that Japbet has the Honour of leaving his Name, 
thus obſcured, to our „ N of the World; as 
his Son Javan hath in a Greek Word, f of the fame 


d e aduſtus, ENNY fuſcatus, & "KI NPY candidus ore. 
Hence the ſaying of Abu/faragins, cited in Notis variorum of Sulp. 
Severus L. 1. p. 18. Noa dedit Hamo regionem zigrorum, Semo 
fuſcorum & Japheto rubrorum. Hence Mahomet, the Mulatto, 
denounced War againſt the Blacks and Reds. 

e M or RD MT Europa, as Mr. Bochart, lucidus ore. 

f Acc, which is the Greek word for 5} Mud or Dirt, Ans 
TS IomeTs, as Apollogorus calls him, which may ſtand for Javan 
the Son of Japhet; though the Mythologiſt, I confeſs unluckily, 
transforms him into the other Sex, and calls him the Wife. 
Mr. Bochart offers another Conjecture. 


Import 
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Import to Aſia; and theſe two, the fineſt Quarters 
of the known World, falling to the Lot of Japhet 
and his Sons, and being denominated from them, 
fully evince in what ample manner the Prediction 
of Noah hath been fulfill'd, that God would enlarge 
the Border of Faphet : and more fully till, when 
we come to conlider how great a Part of America 
hath been peopled by his Deſcendents. 

Mr. Bochart with great Probability directs us, 
where we may find Meſhek, and fiirvey his Man- 
ners; having placed him and his Brother Tabal at 
Pontus, the eaſtern Parts of Faphet's Lot; which 
at firſt lay between Taurus (Judith 2. 22.) and the 
Iſles of the Sea, or the Sea of Iſlands, the Ægean s 
Sea: And in that ſpace we muſt certainly look for 
the firſt Settlement of all Japhet's Sons. This may 
ſurprize you, Sir; and you may poſſibly aſk me, 
If Meſpek was ſettled at Pontus, how ſhould any 
of his Sons paſs over into America; or how can 
<« the Cherokee Americans be deſcended from him?“ 
I anſwer, learned Men have enabled me to account 
for this very well; having found out two Paſſages 
for theſe Afatics into America, either by the 
Streights of Amen, as Mr. Bochart ® and Others 
ſuppoſe; or from Norway through Iceland, as Mr. 
Grotius i rather believed. But theſe Gentlemen give 
us very little Help in diſcovering, who the firſt In- 
habitants of North America were : the former calls 
them Sqtbians, the latter Natives of Norway. How- 
ever Dr. Edw. Bernard is more preciſe and expreſs, 


g Hence it took it's Name, Mgæan, I think, . f, tho? 
Mr. Bochart gives other Etymologies. 
h Phaleg, L. 3.c. 1. 


i Omnes ferme Populos, qui cis Iſthmum ſunt Pananæ, cx 


Norwagid ortos arbitror, Diſſært. de origine Gentium Anerican. 
— 1642. 
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telling us that the Inhabitants of Norway as well as 
all the northern Nations of Europe are the Deſcen- 
dents of the Cappadocians, Colchans, &c. and theſe 
of Meſhek, Tubal and Magog.* It is ſtrange that 
the learned Profeſſor forgot to join Tiras with the 
other Brothers ; who, I dare venture to ſay, gave 
Birth to the more warlike and ſavage Americans. 
But be this as it may; the Uſe J ſhall make of 
theſe Opinions 15 this, that if they have their 
weight, it is very eaſy for me to make out a Title 
for Meſbeł to a Settlement in theſe Parts; and if I 
place him among the Cherokees, in particular, I ſhall 
give you my Reaſons for ſo doing. 

4. But to examine the Merit of 7heſe, you muſt be 
contented to take a Trip with me over to Pontus, and 
behold the Sons of Mefhek in their antient Dreſs; 
and to ſurvey their Manners, in that Part of the 
World. And let me premiſe that the Import of the 
Name will ſometimes inform us, what Kind of Si- 
tuation the Bearer of it choſe ; and not only where 
but in what manner we may expect to find his Sons 
dwelling together. Thus for inſtance a Sun-burnt 
inland Country well ſuited with Gomer's Name; 
which being called Phrygia and Cimmeria, expreſs'd 
the exceſhve Heat of the Situation, at the ſame time 
that it retained the Name of its firſt Inhabitant. In 
like Manner the Meaning of Javan's Name directs 
us to look for him in the low and fenny Parts, on 
the Banks of Hermus, Meander and Cayſtrus. And 
in general the Patronymics ending in im, as Mix- 
raim &c. are not to be called plural Nouns, as 
ſome very learned Men ſuppoſe, but mean that 
they, to whom ſuch Names are given, ſhould ſet- 


k Has denique Gentes ſparſerunt & Moſoches & Thobelus & 
M-:goges, tot Incrementa Japeti. In his Pref. to his Etymol. 
Brit. publiſh'd with Dr. Hic&e-'s Inſtitutiones Anglo Sax. 


tle 
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tle on the Sea-Coaſt, or in a watry Soil: Hence 
we find all the Sons of Mizraim to have Names, 
ending as their Father's, and not one of the Sons of 
Comer. Meſhek's Situation alſo patly comports 
with his Name; | for we find him ſpreading him- 
ſelf along the Ridge of Mountains, called from 
him, Montes Meoſchici, the Hills of Meſhek ; and his 
Family, as Mr. Bochart obſerves, may properly 
be ſtyled in the Words of Iſaiah 18. 2. 4 People 
meted out or extended; and therefore ſome of them 
were ſurnamed Macrones, the long-extended Peo- 
ple; while others of them, who lived in the Val- 
lies, were diſperſed in Villages, conſiſting perhaps 
of a few Hutts only, placed, as Xenophom ſays of 
ſome of them, at the Diſtance of 80 Furlongs or 
more. This Obſervation, ® trifling as it may ſeem, 
was not fo in its Conſequence ; for this looſe and 


I D Tudg. 4. 6. &c is uſed of a Company of Men, who 
draw out, extend, and ſpread themſelves; and JWn 12 Gen. 
15. 2. is Filius Diſcurfionis, a buſtling, buſy Servant. Apollo- 
nius deſcribes L. 2. v. 1018. the Moſyneci in the ſame manner, 
&v evgi% vauiTaove:, and the Cherokees are ſaid, ** to inhabit a- 
„ mong the Mountains, from whence the River Savannah de- 
ſcends, 

m Phaleg. L. 3. c. 12. WPD 1 Gers tracta, s. in longum 
extenſa. The Prophet is ſuppoſed to ſpeak there of 7 gypt, the 
Land 2/915 D, which 1 preſume may be render*d /imo/a 
Oras, the fenny Coaſts. And it muſt be dee:n'd a Maſter Piece of 
Foſeph's good Policy, and wiſe Adminiſtration, that be removea 
this ſcattered and divided People into Cities, Gen. 47. 21. i. e. 
form'd them into Bodies politic; and ſo became in fact the In- 
ſtituter of the Egyptian News: or Principalities, This, I pre- 
ſume, is the true Meaning of Maſes in this ſtrangely perverted 
Text. For Day in Hiphil is uſed for a Shepherd's gathering 
his Flock into the Fold; and the Hebrew y anſwers to the 
Latin Civitas; the five Cities of the Phi/iſtines ſignifying their 
five States or Principalities; a Form of Government, which 
they borrow'd from their Kinſmen the Egyptians. This Act of 
Toſeph anſwers to that, which P/utarch ſtyles the gealike Adt of 
Theſtus ; and bis Words gurwwwr as ⏑ "An, and Cicers's The- 

B 2 [eas 
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ſtrolling Way of Life was the Means of keeping 
them more diſunited from, and leſs dependent on, 
each other; and in Fact we find them a vague 
and deſultory People; without thoſe Connexions, 
that are neceſſary to conſtitute Society; bandying 
in Parties, and each Party keeping itſelf divided 
from the reſt; and ſo Meſbeł's Sons come down to 
us under the manifold Denomination of Moſſynect 
and Moſchi, Macrones, and Byzares, Bechires, Sapi- 
res and Tzanii, and of Scythini alſo, a Derivative 
from the laſt Syllable of their Father's Name; and 
which afterwards gave Rite to a like Appellation, 
by which they are now better known. 

5. For Meſhek or Moſhek is the Scythian, u in that 
reſtrained ſenſe, wherein a Scythian means one who 
dwelleth in Tents, or in Carts, or, as did ſome of 
Maſbex's Sons, in wooden Cages, and Towers, The 
Name is given indeed to many other Families, 
which differ'd from Meſhek's not only in this, but 
many other material Circumſtances; a Scythian 
meaning any one, who was an Inhabitant of the 
immenſe Regions of Tartary, in the general Senſe 


ſens Alticos migrare ex agris, & in Aſtu omnes ſe conferre juſſit, 
are a better "Tranſlation of Mo/cs*'s Words, than that which the 
Greek Verſions give. 

n The Name Scythe is, T ſuppoſe, a contraftion of Succo- 
the, or Scothote ; as Scythopolis is rightly conjectured by Mr. 
Reland in his Pale/tina illuſt. to ſtand for Succothopolis ; and 
both of them from PD or TW a Tent. Herodotus ſays, that the 
Scythe were firſt called Scholotæ, which perhaps is a falſe ſpell- 
ing for the former Name Srothote. Remarkable it is, that the 
ſeveral Branches of Mefhet's Family, whilſt they remain'd in 
Aſia, are called Scythians; as the Maſſunes by Heſychius ; the 
Macrones by Apsllinius's Scholiaſt. L. 2. I. 394. and the Sapi- 
res l. 397. This Name extends to all the various Clanns of 
Scythians, however diltinguiſh'd by Strato L. 11. p. 492. and 
is that Family Mark, among others, whereby I oppoſe them 
to the Thracians, the Sons of Tiras, with whom they are gene- 
rally confounded. 

of 
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of that Word, in which certainly the moſt learned 
Bochart is to be underſtood, when he ſays that 
North America was firſt peopled by the Scythians. 
But I ſuppoſe that all the Sons of Maſbet were not 
Scythians, i. e. Dwellers in Tents, &c. the Name is 
appropriated to thoſe Tribes and Branches of his 
Family, who made this ſenſe of their Father's 
Name the Note and Characteriſtic of their Family. 
Mefhek then, according to this Etymology of his 
Name, is the Father of them that dwell in Tents, 
and this in the Scripture Uſe means thoſe, that 
tend and feed Cattle, Gen. 4. 20. Thus Moſes cha- 
racteriſes Jacob, he was a plain Man dwelling in 
Tents, Gen. 25. 27. which he afterwards explains, 
Chap. 46. 34. and 47. 3. A Man of Cattle, whoſe 
Trade and Occupation it had been from his youth 
to tend Flocks and Herds; or to till the Ground, 
and grow Corn, as Iſaac did, Gen. 26. 12. 

It 1s confeſs'd, That this Way of living common 
as it was to many other People, will not diſtin- 
guiſh the Sons of Mefhek, without ſome other Note, 
The Arabian Scenitæ, and the African Nomades 
were Scythians too ; but the former, if the Sons of 
Cuſb, as Mr. Bochart ſuppoſes P. L. 4 c. 2. or of 
Iſhmael, and the latter the Sons of Phut, are eaſily 
diſcriminated from Meſhek's Poſterity by their Com- 
Plexion , and if theſe laſt were the only Family of 
the Line of Faphet, who were Dwellers in Tents, 
then may they be mark'd out and ſeparated by this 
Character; and the white or European Scythian 
will mean in particular a Son of Meſbet. But, ſtu— 
dious as every Family always was of preſerving a 
faithful Remembrance of their Deſcent, and tranſ- 
mitting it by certain Marks to their Poſterity, if 
the foremention'd Appellation doth not ſufficiently 
particularize the Sons of Meſhek, we may be ſure 
of finding other Circumſtances in their Manners, 
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that will, And there is one, which offers itſelf to 
us, that will diſtinguiſh Meſbełk and his Sons moſt 
effectually. 

6. For he is a Pia, or the paintedo Man; be- 
ſmeared, juſt as the Cherekees are reported to have 
been, with what our Verſion, in the Text I have 
cited, calls Vermilion, but the Hebrew Word ſig- 
nifies a kind of Oker, with which the Antients 
were wont to paint their Ships; of a duſty Red, 
call'd ſometimes Sinopis, from the Town Sinope 1n 
Meſbek's Neighbourhood, becauſe the Oker ex- 
ported from thence was accounted, ſays Strabo, p. 
540. the beſt. Xenophon, who was an Eye-witneſs 
of what he relates, informs us in what manner the 
Meaſſynæci | ſo named from the wooden Houſes in 
which they dwelt; for they were Scythians or Sco- 
mite] were painted; telling us © that the Children 
of Note and Faſhion, being well fed with boil'd 
Cheſnuts, were plump and very fair, and almoſt 
as fat as long, being painted on the Back, and 
© mark'd or ſtreak'd before like Flowers.“ ? How- 
ever this Cuſtom was not confined to the Children; 


o Ww2 u Ter. 22. 14. painted with Vermilion, It 
was this Circumſtance in the Cherokee's Dreſs, that induced me 
to call them the Sons of Meſbek ; but whether they name them - 
ſelves Cherok-es, for this Reaſon, I cannot fay. In a following 
Note I ſhall aſſign another Etymology of their Name; on 
which, however, I lay no ſtreſs, though I am perſwaded that 
very many Words in the northern Languages are of Hebrew 
Original, | 

p Iemiags d Ta 1are, 2 T6 tTgooFty ar ivy pivous 8 f- 

10% Learned Men differ in explaining the laſt Word & 
bor whereas Heſychius ſays, zgappun Tis e nv iy Tois xlem, it 
was a Line or Streak, winding like Ivy in Pillars, i. e like the 
Vein in Stone or Marble, I may avail myſelf of this Particular in 
the manner or way of painting, wherein they and the Cherokees 
agree, though I confeſs the word To:x{>e;, which implies a va- 
ricty of Colours, doth not correſpond with the Indian Practice. 


for 
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for Diodorus* aſſures us, that they were all fo 
painted from their Infancy ; and other Authors a- 
gree thereto, as may be ſeen in Dr. Hutchinſor's 
Notes on Xenophon's Anabaſis. 

Here are two Circumſtances, Sir, which 
will diſcern, wherein theſe Deſcendents of Meſbek 
agree with the Cherokees in the Manner of painting 
themſelves : they both uſe more than one ſort of 
Paint; and on the Forepart of the Body, they are 
both ſcor d and fireafd in Lines, drawn out in 
Length [alluding perhaps in this particular to their 
Father's Name] reſembling the Veins in Marble, 
or the human Body. It is true, this Method was 
not obſerved by all the Sons of Meſhek, who paint- 
ed themſelves; every Tribe or Clan did this ac- 
cording to it's own Will, and in ſuch a Way as 
might diſtinguiſh it from the reſt. Some of 'them 
ſtain'd their Hair and Body with a blue Paint; 
others again prick'd the Marks upon the Fleſh 
with a Needle; * others moreover put the Paint 
not on the Body but their Clothing; which ſome 
of them made of the Bark of Trees, and others of 
the Skins of Beaſts: nor was the Quantity of Paint 
uſed always the ſame; but among ſome of them, 
every Man was painted either more or leſs accord- 
ing to his Rank and Quality.“ But as theſe diffe- 
rent Ways of painting, preſerved uniformly by 


r Arasres A ix made; wyuom r, varey # T& 51M - 
IAN. L. 14. p. 413. 

s So A. Marcellinus ſays of the Agatbgſi, interſtincti ſunt co- 
lore czruleo, corpora fimul & crines. L. 31. c. 2. The blue 


Colour, with which thefe and others were painted, anſwers to 
the Woad of the old Britons. 


t Emolni Mev Tt Za gras, T1) 32x 0n weimy. Athenaus 
L. 12. p. 524, 
u Humiles quidem minutis atque raris, nobiles verò latis fu- 
eatis & denſioribus notis, iid. Marcellinus abi ſupra. 
the 
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the ſame Branches of Meſhet's Family, diſtinguiſh'd 
one from the other; ſo all and each of them by this 
Rite, confeſs'd themſelves to be the Sons of Me- 
bel, by what Names ſoever they were called, and 
which were aſſumed perhaps from the Family way 
or manner of painting themſelves, or from ſome 
other Cuſtom peculiar to each. And I ſhould not 
be ſurprized to be told, that the Chickaſaws and 
Creeks or Uſcheſees, who are Neighbours to the Che- 
rokees, are painted too; and if they be, then we 
may expect that each of them have ſome other Fa- 
mily Mark, which is peculiar to themſelves, and by 
which they perhaps are denominated, and known. 
For ſo we find the Cherokees to have; and it is the 
Mark, on which I lay the greater Streſs, becauſe it 
is that, I preſume, from which they take their 
Name. 

7. The Cherokee is not only the painted, but the 
SHORN or BALD-PATED Indian, having no hair on 
His Head, and wearing a Kind of Skull Cap, as ſays 
the Evening-Poſt : another material and glaring 
Proof of their Scythian Origin. For the Cherokee, 
under this Form, 1s the very Man, whom Sophe- 


WO Krruchees [for fo I would write the Name] Horn, 
or bald-pated. This will give the Man the Appearance of be- 
ing waxeoxiÞon;, Capito, longheaded ; as the Macrones are ſaid 
to have been by the Scholiaſt on Apollonius R. L. 1. v. 1024. 
In this Senſe the Name Keruchees anſwers to the Family Name 
Meſchi, and is of the ſame Import, if we fetch the laſt from 
PUN reſecuit ; a Senſe, which, I am well informed, the Verb 
{till retains in Aralic, and perhaps the Noun pu has not 
loſt in Hebrew. The Lexicons give us no Account, how this 
Word comes to ſignify Exitus, or Siccitas, as Schindler expounds 
it in voce 577 ; but if we deduce it from the above mention'd 
Root, and tranſlate it Ræſcctio or Locus reſecandis Urticis, it 
will well ſuit the Prophet's Meaning, Zepb. 2, 9. Surely Moab 
ſhall be as Sodom; and the Children of Animon ar Gomorrah, 
h M992) n PWNN Reſectio Urticarum, & Effoſſio Salig, 
a Place for cutting Nettles and for digging Salt, 1 

C65 
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tles deſcribes, having the Head ſhorn, and wearing-a 
Skull Cap, after the SCyTH1AN faſhion. The two learn- 
ed Rabbies, R. Salomon and A. Ezra, differ in their 
Opinion concerning the Import of the Hebrew 

ord, from whence I deduce the Cherokees Name; 
the former ſuppoſing it to mean the ſhaving of the 
Forepart only; the latter of the whole Head. Let 
the Practice of the Cherokees determine this Point ; 
though I am inclined to think it means only the 
Forepart; for when Theſeus had thus cut the Hair 
of his Head, Plutarch tells us, that this was done 
after the manner of the Abantes; who are known 
to have let their Hair grow behind ; and who be- 
ing a Colony of the Thracians, or rather Scythians, 
did /o after their Country-Faſhion, as Euſtathius 
notes. * 

A Cuſtom ſo ſingular as this, muſt owe its Riſe 
to an adequate Caule ; and the ſteady and perſe- 
vering obſervance of it, through ſo many Ages, 

muſt be aſcribed to the great Streſs and Weight, 
which was laid upon it at it's firſt Inſtitution ; eſ- 
pecially ſince it is notorious, that ſhaving a Part of 
the Head only was very antiently inflicted as a 
Mark of Infamy and Diſgrace; and that the Term 
ſemiraſi is a known Epithet of Slaves.) Such in- 
deed the Scythian was uſually efteent'd, and we find 
him oppoſed to the free Man by St. Paul, Col. 3. 11. 
For he was often fold for ſuch, even by his own 
Countrymen; and Meſhek is recorded by Ezekiel, c. 
27. 13. to have brought his Slaves to the Market of 
Tyre, as his Sons do at this day perhaps to the Eu- 
ropean Merchants. And for this Reaſon we may be 
affared, that the Cherokees have ſome other Mean- 


x Notes on Dionyfius P. I. 520. 


y Frontes literati, capillum ſemiraſi, & pedes annulati. Au- 
teins L. 7. 
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ing in retaining this Practice; ſince it is abſurd to 
ſuppoſe with Clearchus in Atbenæus, » that this Cuſ- 
tom was firſt impoſed upon them by way of Puniſh- 
ment and Diſgrace, when we find it univerſally ob- 
ſerved by their Poſterity in different Parts of the 
World. And, I believe, you, Sir, wilt conclude 
with me, that the Practice of ſhaving Slaves, who 
were not Scythians by Nation, 1s a Proof that the 
Scythians were ſhaven on another Account ; and, 

whereas the Slave was ſemiraſus, half-ſhorn, that 
the Tonſura Scythica, the Scythian Tonſure,was only 
in part; on the Forehead, after the Faſhion of the 
antes. — In imitation of the Scythian Cuſtom of 
marking and ſtaining their Bodies, it became uſual 
alſo to brand and ſtigmatize Slaves ; but in De- 
fiance of the perverſe and diſcouraging Turn the 
Antients gave to this Scythian Practice alſo, the 
Scytbiaus ſtill eſteem'd it a Note of Gentility to be 
ſo mark'd, and mean and baſe to be otherwiſe. Þ 

And their reſolute Adherence to both theſe Cul. 
toms of painting their Bodies and ſhaving their 
Heads, notwithſtanding the Endeavours of Man- 
kind to ſhame them out of them; and the infa- 


l. . 524. 
b on EvgwToact Teuxts Ser, x fois ut T3 inte, 
fois 5 75 % Euſtathius in Dionyſium P. I. 322. He con- 
founds the Thracian with the Scythian, as others do. 
„The Turgut Tartars ſtain their Forehead, Cheeks and Chin 
& with a Thread ſteep di in black Greaſe ; which leaving a Mark 
© behind it ¶ i. e. in Streaks, as was obſerved i in Note p] they 
* think is extremely beautiful.” Mr, Jbrant's Account of his 
Journey from Mo/cow to China, pag. 395. at the End of Mr. 
Aottley's Hitt. of Peter J. Thele Tartars are of the Family of 
Aceh, I preſume ; nor is this the only Mark they bear of Me- 
forts Sons; for bring uſed to remove, p. 397. and to ſhift their 
{[ibitations, which are Cabbins made of Bark, they prove them- 
telves to be a Tribe of the antient Srythians : and if they ſhave 
the Head, as ſomie of the Tartars are faid to do, then _ agree 
with the Cherokees | in another Rite. 
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mous Purpoſes they applied them to; perſwades 
me that ſomething more is meant and intended by 
theſe Cuſtoms, than is generally thought: that 
they are the Notæ Gentilitiæ, the Marks of their 
Family and Deſcent, by which they have ſtood diſ- 
tinguiſh'd through the Length of Time from all 
other People; and by which they were determin'd 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves. 

For the Scythians, Sir, were extremely tenacious 
of their own Cuſtoms, and watchfull over every At- 
tempt that was made to introduce among them the 
Cuſtoms of foreign Nations, and even thoſe of 
other Scythians. An Inſtance of their ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of their Family Rites is given us by Dio- 
dorus, in what he ſays of the Macrones upon their 
entring into a Treaty of Alliance with the Grecians 
under Xenophon. This they did by the exchange of a 
Spear, giving the Grecians one made after their 
manner, and accepting from them another of the 
Grecian ſort : adding, that this Rite had been tranſ- 
mitted to them by their Anceſtors, as the ſtrongeſt 
Pledge of Faith they could give.“ And if their An- 
ceſtors had thought it neceſſary to preſcribe Rules 
to their Family in Points ſo unimportant, and their 
Poſterity are found to have paid fo preciſe and 
religious a Regard to thoſe Rules, we cannot 
doubt either of their Anceſtors Care in laying 
down Directions in Matters of greater Moment, 
or of their Poſterity's Obedience thereto. They 
wuuld not fail, for inſtance, of acquainting their 
Children with their Origin and Deſcent ; or of 
eſtabliſhing certain Cuſtoms, which might preſerve 


C Zemeier q j,, g £704 aus f jenen, winter ys wy 
Ne Herodotus L. 4. 281. ſee alſo p 284. 
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a faithful and obvious Remembrance thereof to lateſt 
Ages. And in fact it appears, that the ſeveral Na- 
tions of the Earth were able to aſcertain and de- 
duce their Pedigree from their reſpective Founders 2 
we find them often aſſerting their Genealogy, and 
contending with one another for the Priority of 
Exiſtence; which they could not have done with- 
out an authentic Tradition and Memorial of their 
Deſcent. It was not without reaſon, that the S- 
thians, the Sons of Meſhek,maintained againſt the E- 
gyptians, the Sons of Mzizraim, that they were the 
more antient People; for Meſbełk was the Son of 
Faphet, the eldeſt Son of Noah, and Mizraim the 
Son of Ham, who was the youngeſt. And the ſeem- 
ingly abſurd Pretences, which ſome of them made 
to magnify their high Antiquity, are evident Proofs 
that they knew their own Original. For when the 
Egyptians aſſerted, that Mankind was generated, 
from the Slime and Mud of the River Nile, they 
meant nothing elſe than that all Mankind deſcend- 
ed from their Father Mizraim. And the A. 
thenian confronted this Pretence with another e- 
gually juſt, and as zruly founded; for in ſtyling 
themſelves tbe Sons of Earth, they confeſſed them- 
ſelves to be the Deſcendents of 7avan. And if the 
Athenian, ornamenting his Hair with golden Graf- 
hoppers, intended this as a Badge of Honour, and 
a Mark of his Family, and herein boaſted of being 
a Son of the Earth, i. e. of Javan; I may venture 
to ſay on the fame Principle that the Cherokee, 


e C' "v2 Agger ſ. Terra effoſſa & aggeſta Maris. JD 
Mzon, 7. e. a Javane ſ. Luto orjundus; ſeu Terræ filius. So 
Maxiray and Maxagts, are the Sons of Chittim and Carians or 
Strangers. And the Name Macar, and Macaria given to many 
Iflands, denotes that they were firſt occupied by the Carians ; 
who were Pirates and Freebooters : hence the Proverb , Mz - 
gg, May you fall into the Hands of the Cariars. 
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wearing a Skull-Cap & painting his Face, has the 
fame Thing in View, i. e. to own himſelf to be a 
rr and bald: pated Scythian, the Deſcendent of 
Meſbek, Ne 
Perhaps it may be found, and I ſuſpect it will 
be, that Religion has now ſome Share in theſe Cuſ- 
toms, and that theſe ſimple Inſtitutions of their 
Anceſtors have been ſince abuſed by their Poſterity 
to ſuperſtitious Purpoſes. We have already ſeen, 
that the Moſynect were all painted from their In- 
fancy ; and perhaps this was done,when the Infant 
was firſt initiated into their religious Rites. Such 
however was the antient Practice of cutting the 
Hair of adult Perſons ; ſuch likewiſe was the De- 
ſign of the Arabian Tonſure, a Ceremony uſed by 
that People in honour of Bacchus, as Herodotus in- 
forms us in his firſt Book, I think. And if Relt- 
gion hath given it's Sanction to either, or both Cuſ- 
toms of the Cherokees, and they are now practiſed 
by them as religious Rites, the firſt and original 
Deſign, intended in their Inſtitution, is ſtill pro- 
moted, and the Obſeryance of them bound upon 
the Cherokees by ſtronger Ties. By them they are 
ſtill divided not only from other Families, but from 
the ſeveral Branches alſo of their own: and theſe 
Rites are to be conſidered by us in a higher Light 
than that of Dreſs and Habit; they are the diſcri- 
minating Notes of the Cherokee's RELIGION. ba 
8. And theſe are the ſureſt Marks we can follow 
in tracing out the Origin of a People; for religious 
Cuſtoms are moſt laſting, and leſs liable to Change 
or Innovation. It is true, the Scythians by their 
ſingular Abſtinence, Integrity and Simplicity of 
Lite, long retained the primitive Cuſtoms and Man- 
ners of their Family in other Reſpects; and Strabo 
alcribes this to their abſtaining from all Commerce 
| | or 
col * 
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or Traffick for the ſake of Gain. We may hope 
therefore that the preſent State of the Cherokee Na- 
tions will furniſh us with ſundry other Circum- 
ſtances, in civil or ſocial Life, to paint the Like- 
neſs, I have endeavoured to draw between them 
and the Sqtbians, in ſtronger Colours. I am now 
enabled to do this, better than I was, by means of 
the Paper you, Sir, ſent me this Week ; and 
wherein I found the following Extract. 


L. Chronicle of July 29. 1762. Some Account of 
the Cherokees, as given by Lieutenant General 
Oglethorpe. | 


* On the back of Georgia and Carolina are three 
< conſiderable Nations, called the Cherokees, Chick- 
& ſaws, Creeks or Uſcheſees. The Cherokees inhabit 
© among the Mountains, from whence the River 
* Savanna deſcends. Theſe Indians are not the 
ce moſt warlike, nor of the larger Stature; but are 
ec more accuſtom'd to labour and live upon Corn, than 
<« to procure their Suſtenance by hunting. They 
<« have about five thouſand Warriors or Hunters; 
« for the Indian Nations are divided into two 
* Kinds of Men: thoſe whom they call Warriors 
« or Hunters, are like the antient Gentlemen in 
« Europe, whoſe ſingle Profeſſion was Arms and 
ec the Chaſe.” 

« Theſe Indians look upon the End of Life to be 
living happily. For this Purpoſe their whole Cuſ- 
* toms are calculated to prevent Avarice; which 
t they ſay embitters Life; and nothing is a ſeverer 
Reflexion among them, than to ſay that a Man 


f Haim i» Tois ovpnoahaes 3% TS dug Lavres. Lib. 7. 
pag. 300. 
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& Joyes his own. To prevent the Riſe and Propa- 
« gation of ſuch a Vice, they, upon the Death of 
any Indian, burn all that belongs to the deceaſed, 
ec that there may be no Temptation to the Parent 
« to hoard up a Superfluity of Arms and domeſtic 
« Conveniencies, their chief Treaſures, for their child- 
ren. They ſtrengthen this Cuſtom by a Super- 
<« ſtition, that it is agreeable to the Souls of the de- 
« ceaſed to burn all they leave, and that Afflictions 
follow them who uſe any of their Goods. They 
« cultivate no more Land, than ts neceſſary for 
« their plentiful Subſiſtence, and Hoſpitality to 
Strangers. They uſe neither Horſes nor Plows 
in Agriculture, but inſtead of ploughing or dig- 
ging hoe their Fields by common Labour. The reſt 
„of the Year they ſpend in hunting; and when 
they are injured by any other Nation, as ſu 
<« poſing one of their own Nation to be killed, hey 
“ ſend to demand Satisfaction; but if this is refuſed, _ 
„they make Repriſals upon the firſt they can take 
of the Nation that committed the Injury. Thus 
« their Wars begin, which are very frequent, and 
e carried on with great Rage; there not being any 
People in the World braver, or more dexterous in 
« the Uſe of their Arms, and Manner of fighting 
among Woods and Mountains; none more pa- 
« tient of labour, or ſwifter on foot.“ 


You ſee, Sir, that Mr. Oglethorp has deſcribed 
the Manners of the Cherokees in very peculiar and 
expreſſive Terms, and aſſigned to them ſundry 
Ways, that are divers from thoſe of the generality 
of Mankind : And yet, I muſt obſerve that moſt 
of theſe, almoſt neceſſarily, reſult from the firſt 
Note J laid down for diſtinguiſhing the Sons of Me- 
bel, and are the natural Conſequences of their be- 
ing Scytbians. For their ſtrolling and unſettled Life, 

as 
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as before hinted, put them all on the ſame Level, 
in a State of Equality and Independence ; conſe- 
quently [1] they had no King, as Arrian e lays of 
the Sanni or Macrones; and is equally true of the 
Cherokees : their Chief being, as the King of the 
Moſſynzi ſeems to have been, occaſionally choſen, 
and upon a Diſlike again ſet aſide z whom A. Mar- 
cellinus h more properly ſtyles Juden a Judge, and 
tells us that he was the Chief Warrior, he who was 
of the moſt approved Experience in War. [2] They 
had all Things in common: juſt as the Cherokees are 
faid to cultivate their Lands by common Labour, 
and the Meſſynzci to have had a general Magazine 
or Store-Houſe of Corn, ni br, for the publick 
Uſe. Some of them, I confeſs, carried this Principle 
a little too far,” even to a Community of Wives; 
and then it followed, that all the Children were 
equally efteemed the Children of the Public. 
[ 3] They had no private Property; the Scythian 

ad nothing of his own, but his Sword and his 
Cup or Platter, Strabo p. 300. and the chief Trea- 
fures of the Cherokees are their Arms and domeſtic 
Conveniencies. [4] There was no Room for Avarice ; 
and the Scythian of all Men living was the leaſt 
anxious about, making a Purſe, i or leaſt tempted 
to embitter his Life, and diſquiet himſelf in heaping 
Riches, for which he had no Uſe. [5] Free — 
ſuch Cares he is gay and debonnaire; and view him 


g "ESves 22a0awm)y. Peripl. p. 11. So Mr. Grotius ſays of 
the North Americans, deinde guid ex its plurimi fine communi Im- 
perio vixerint, Cyclopum more, ut nunc gucgue fit in Florida ; cui 
conſeguens fuit, ut firgule Familie propria ſibi finxerint Voca- 
bula. p. 11. | 

h ei tus quid fit ignorabant, omnes genergſo Sanguine pro- 
creati. Fudiceſgae etiam nunc eligunt, diuturno bellandi uſu 712 
tatos. Lib. 31. cap. 2. He ſpeaks of the Alani, who lived in 
Carts. K 
i See Note f. 
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alone in his Hutt, you will find him zalking to him- 
ſelf, and laug bing and dancing, Xenophon p. 393. 
or read his Character, given by other antient Au- 
thors, and He is the Man, who places his whole 
Happineſs in Sport and Merriment; or, in the Ge- 
neral's Words, who looks upon the End of Life 
to be living happily * — Theſe Manners, as they are 
oppoſite to the uſual Practice of Mankind, fo are 
they natural to a Scythian; and therefore I venture 
to appropriate them wholly to Meſbek's Sons; de- 
ducing them from the firſt and moſt obvious Cha- 
racteriſtic of his Family, from their dwelling in Tents 
and flitting from Place to Place. 3 

This Clan of Scythians, though they agree in 
many Reſpects with their Brethren, the wandering 
Scythians, yet differ in others, and are eaſily diſ- 
tinguiſh'd. - [ 6 ] They are all haſty and quick of 
Reſentment, and brave in War; ſo that they are 
often quarelling with their Neighbours, and then 
again making Peace; | it is no wonder therefore 
that Wars are frequent among them. But [7] the 
former are Men of the ſtricteſt Honour, and never 
commence Hoſtilities, till they have previouſly de- 
clared War, and appointed the Place, Day and 
Hour of Battle: ® and the Cherokees, when they are 
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k Tibareni — quibus in riſu luſuque ſummum Bonum eſt. 
Pomponius M. cited by Mr Bochart p. 1. 3. c. 12. as is Ephorus 
to the ſame Purpoſe, They both relate this of the Tibareni; 
but the moſt learned Dr. Hutchin/on juſtly ſuſpects that they 
miſtake them for the Moſyneci. Diſſert. Cyro minori præfixa 


N 16. as I ſuppoſe the Scholiaſt on Apollonius doth allo in 
ote fn. 


1 Teri N % © F aw Neyg du Blog, tas reis S, i- 
us, Tors 0 AN eU. Strabo L. 11. P. 511. 

m Tage,, 9% Lx, the Dwellers in Tents, ma, 
To AiyovTe 2 Stor A nu ouvinceoy, & un wesriger nr 
yHreoy 3% nuigay Y rü % wen © umn, Schol. in Apollonius 
R. I. 2. v. 1012, | 
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injured, firſt ſend to demand Sati faction. [8] Theſe 
Indians, ſays Mr. Oglethorpe, are not the moſt wur- 
like; and it is true, that herein all the $ of 
Meſbe were ever outdone by the Thracians the Sons 
of Tiras, who lived by the Sword. [o] They are 
more accuſtom'd to labour and live upon Corn; which 
is another remarkable Note of Difference between 
the Scythian, that dwelt in Tents, and the wan- 
dering Scythian, as Strabo and Arrian make it to 
be; the former calling him a Huſhandman, and 
the latter one that /zved upon Corn, in direct op- 
poſition to the latter. But others of them wert 
Graziers and Herdſmen, as the Bethires and Sanni 
were at Pontus, and the Cowkeepers Gang are now 
among the Creets; and they all fall under that 
Part of Meſhek's Family, who dwelt in Tents, how- 
ever they may vary from each other in certain 
Particulars. | | 

Here, Sir, I ſtop; having now tired you, I ſup- 
poſe, with the unentertaining and obſolete Faſhions 
of Antiquity, and a Heap of learned Quotations ; 
which the Compariſon I undertook to draw be- 
tween the Cherokees and the ancient Deſcendents of 
Meſhek, conſtrained me to ſet before you. It is 
now left to your and my Readers Judgment, whe- 
ther a Family-Likeneſs be not diſcernible in both; 
i. e. whether what I have ſaid makes it probable, 
according to the former Part of my Aſſertion, that 


n Oi wir Ne, oi d  Exmlty e Twwgys, Herodotus 
L. 4. & Strabo L. 11. p. 492. Arrian, as he is quoted by Eu- 
ſtathius in his Notes on Dionyſius v. 669. ſays the Scythians, 
before they became Nomaaes Strollers, were azreÞayei K; #gorngts, 
i. e. YN 'IWN Amos . 13. Sewers of Seed, led chereto per- 
' haps from another ſenſe of their Father's Name qu traba, a 
Hopper or Seed-Baſket, which the Sower carries before him, 
when he ſows the Corn. Hence they gave out that the P/ow and 
the Toke alſo dropped down from Heaven to them. 
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the Cherokee is a Deſcendent of Maſbek. I own my- 
ſelf ſtill indebted to you for ſomething more; i. e. 
to make good the latter Part, and to prove the 
Cherokee's Relation to the antient Britons ; but too 
much hath been already ſaid, if I have miſcarried 
in my firſt Attempt : nor is it of great Importance, 
if I have. * 38 , 

The Point I am moſt concern'd for is this, That 
no Concluſion may be haſtily drawn in Prejudice 
to the Rule laid down, for deſcrying and aſcertaining 
the Manners of each Family, from the ill Uſe I may 


be found to have made of it; being aſſured as I 1 


am, that a cloſe Attention to the ſeveral Senſes of 
the Family-Name, is the Rule, which Scripture 
gives us, for tracing out the Manners of that Fa- 
mily — The Rule, which Jacob obſerved, in fore- 
telling to his Sons, what ſhould befall them in the 
laſt Days, Gen. 49. 1. and which will enable the 
learned Enquirer — to give a more preciſe and ac- 
curate Account of the firſt Diſperſion of Mankind, 
than hath hitherto been offered — to explain the 
ſeveral Cuſtoms and Manners of each People, and 
thereby — to account for ſundry Peculiarities, 
ſeemingly abſurd and extravagant, which have not 
yet been well accounted for — to range the ſeveral 
Branches of each Family, however diverſified, un- 
der their proper Head ; and, what I have princi- 
ally in view, in doing this — to do Honour to the 
Holy Scriptures. Since if it be found, as I preſume 
it may, that Moſes, in recording the Names of the 
Patriarchs Gen, 10. has aſſign'd a Name to each, 
which is expreſſive and declaratory of the Manners 
of the Deſcendents, there will ariſe a Proof of the 
Authenticity of thoſe ſacred Oracles, which hath not 

yet been conſidered or evinced. 
Thus I account to you, Sir, for my Application 
of this Rule in tracing out the Origin of the Chero- 
D 2 kees, 
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tees, one of the American Nations; a Subject which 
the celebrated Grotius judg'd not unworthy of his 
Conſideration, nor unuſeful to the then preſent and fu- 
ture Ages; and which, if purſued by this or ſome 
other better Rule [as we may now o hope it will] 
may give us a more ſatisfactory Hiſtory of theſe 
Nations, than we have hitherto received. But this 
may not be all. The 38th and 39th Chapters of E- 
zekiel contain a Prophcy, not yet fulfilled; and 
which may be brought to paſs, in God's due time, 
by them. This I mention with the profoundeſt 
Reverence and Modeſty. But, whereas the northern 
Parts v. 15. from which this Storm will ariſe, will 
ſuit the northern Parts of America, as well as of 
Europe; and Gog of the Land of Magog, i. e. Tar- 
tary | the Mogul Tartars being at this Day called 
Magog by the Arabian Writers] will mean thoſe 
Sons of Magog, who out of Tartary paſſed into A- 
merica through the Streights of Anien; and return- 
ing back into Europe the ſame Way, may one Day 
league themſelves with their Brethren in Europe un- 
der the Banner of the Turk, — Whereas alſo the fix d 


o The London Chronicle of Aug. 28. informs us, That a 
vory curious Book has been lately publiſh'd in the German 
* Language by an ingenious Author, whoſe Name is Kraft, 
Concerning the principal Inſtitutions Cuſtoms and Opinions of 
* the ſavage Nations. | 

p Gog or Magag the Prince of Ras, i. e. Tiras I ſuppoſe [his 
Children being called, I preſume, the Children of Raſſes Jud. 
2. 23.] Mcſheh, Tubal, Gomer and Togarmah. Theſe are the Fa- 
milies of the northern Parts. And though Perſia [by which I 
underſtand not E/am, which is Perſia ſtrictly ſo called, but 009 
'n. „ Ag οh roy 13101, that Medley of People, which un- 
der the Perſian Kings compoſed the Diſtrict of Pars; juſt as 
in Scripture the Word 'in the Arabians means the mix'd 
Families of Imael's and Keturah's Sons] Cuſh and Phut, the 
wandring African be mention'd with theſe, yet I believe theſe laſt 
are the Inhabitants of South America; among ſome of whom, 
who perhaps are ſome of Abraham's Deſcendents by J/pmael or 
fleturab, the Rite of Circumciſion is ſtill preſerved, 
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Sons of Faphet, whom the Prophet mentions, were 
always Neighbours, and moſt probably will be 
found the Families, of which the American Nations 
of the North now conſiſt. — Whereas Gog their 
Chief, and his Sons are the fierce and rebellious 
Titans, who of old obſtinately withſtood the Will of 
Heaven; and the Americans ſeem not much dil- , 
poſed to embrace the Goſpel of Chriſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the many Opportunities they have had of 
ſo doing near 200 Years. — Whereas, laſtly, Do- 
minion or Empire, which we can eaſily trace from 
its firſt Riſe in the Eaſt, in it's Progreſs through 
Aſia into Europe; and there never continuing in 
one Stay, but creeping forwards towards the 
North , will probably go on ſhifting its Place of 
Reſidence, till, having ſettled on every European 
Nation in it's turn, it will paſs over into America, 
and there be finally concluded. — On theſe Pre- 
miſes, I truſt, it will not appear irreverent or im- 
modeſt in me, as it will alſo ſhew the Uſe of ſuch 
Enquiries, and the Intereſt we have therein, to pro- 
poſe, and leave to your and my Reader's Conſidera- 
tion, the following Queſtions, 

Whether the preſent Nations of North America 
may not in fact conſiſt of thoſe Families, which 
are expreſly mentioned by Ezekiel ? And, 
Whether their Prince and Leader may not one 
Day unite and gather them together, to ſet at De- 
fiance their preſent European Maſters; to wreſt the 
Dominion out of their Hands, and in their turn 
for ſo the Prophet's Words v. 12. will mean] To 
SPOIL THE SPOILERS AND TO PLUNDER THE 
PLUNDERERS. 


I am, 


Sir, with all due Reſpect, Your's, &c. 
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Page 15. line 2, inſert the following Note, xv xergounx- 
res inxtxaeuerres [ Viz, Sg, or ſome ſuch Word, uuderitood ] 
q Atheneus L. 9. ad finem. where he afterwards ſhews, that ve. 
el means ſometimes a Covering or Ornament of the Head, 


